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Points for today

• Environmental Footprint (EF) 3.1 database, background

• EF 3.1 database, license conditions and use advice

• Preparing the EF3.1 database for openLCA

• Our approach

• About the errors we fixed

• A closer look at the database

• How to get the database, the DAL

• Q&A Session
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Environmental Footprint (EF) 3.1 database, background



The Environmental Footprint database is the database for 
the Environmental Footprint LCA methodology of the EC
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The Environmental Footprint database is the database for 
the Environmental Footprint LCA methodology of the EC

• Own inventory modeling rules

• Own nomenclature

• Own Life Cycle Impact Assessment methods
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The Environmental Footprint database is the database for 
the Environmental Footprint LCA methodology of the EC

• Own inventory modeling rules

• Own nomenclature

• Own Life Cycle Impact Assessment methods

So, where can you get the datasets from?
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https://eplca.jrc.ec.europa.eu/LCDN/datasetListEF.xhtml



https://eplca.jrc.ec.europa.eu/LCDN/contactListEF.xhtml



https://eplca.jrc.ec.europa.eu/LCDN/contactListEF.xhtml



https://eplca.jrc.ec.europa.eu/LCDN/



EF 3.1 database, license conditions and use advice



EF 3.1, license conditions and use advice

• Somewhat tricky, but in roughly: 

• For users, allowed to be used, for free, in the context of EF

• For data providers (-> nodes), possibility to sell for other contexts

• For redistributors (i.e., LCA software providers), not permitted to sell the 
database

• “Free” integration into a tool that costs a license fee is fine.

(this is of course not so nice for open source tools, unless the integration of 
the database is really not much effort)

• Use advice for the version in openLCA: use in the context of EF
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Preparing the EF3.1 database for openLCA



Preparing the EF3.1 database for openLCA

• It was not exactly nice and easy
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Preparing the EF3.1 database for openLCA

• It was not exactly nice and easy
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Preparing the EF3.1 database for openLCA

• Errors fixed

• Usability improved (locations to product systems names)

• LCIA methods also imported

• Flow nomenclature etc. untouched
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Preparing the EF3.1 database for openLCA: result
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A closer look at the database (live)



How to get the database, the DAL



DAL: Database Analyser and Launcher

• New tool: inspect content of a database, and launch it, for export into openLCA
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DAL: Database Analyser and Launcher

• New tool: inspect content of a database, and launch it, for export into openLCA
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DAL is used for distributing the EF database

• It can be obtained from openLCA Nexus, 
https://nexus.openlca.org/utility/Database%20Analyser%20and%20Launcher 
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Q&A



That’s about it…your turn now! 

Q&A Session



Thank you!
GreenDelta GmbH
Kaiserdamm 13, 14057 Berlin
www.greendelta.com


